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mentary and irregular mode of its production, written
as it was in every variety of place and circumstance,
makes it a peculiarly vivid and truthful reflection of
innumerable facets of his mind, while the familiarity of
its style gives much which the dignity of literature
commonly conceals, the passing moods of thought and
temper, the quick impulsive judgments of events as
they pass by, an impressionism which, rightly inter-
preted, is among the greatest services a man of sensitive
and widely cultivated tastes is able to confer. That
portions of the later volumes of " Fors" are darkened
by the gloom and even embittered by the anguish
which for seasons darkened and distracted the mind
of the author, is visible enough to every reader. But
even through such passages the ultimate and indomit-
able sanity of Mr, Ruskin's view of life shines with clear
persistency: the confusion and obscurity is but occa-
sional and superficial. On the whole, " Fors Clavigera "
holds a unique position not only in Mr. Ruskin's writings
but in modern literature. Crowded with brilliant and
pertinent satire, with tenderest and most penetrative
pathos, with cunning researches into words and things,
with profound analysis of cause and effect in life, it is
the fullest, freest, and, on the whole, the most effective
" criticism of life " in England of the nineteenth century
that we possess. Like all great books, it must be taken
as a whole: for, in spite of large irregularities of form
and wide gaps of time in its composition, it is a whole
by virtue of the unity of that personality of which it
is the most truthful expression.

In making this claim for "Fors" we must of course
insist that its focus and its object shall be kept in
mind, and that the criterion of unity and effective-KXXV,)*the narrow arrogance of Ptotestantlt m.er
